
 Dear Bodong Sponsors and Friends, 
 
This April I was fortunate to visit Nepal again and along with many other supporters of Pema’s 
attended the inauguration of Malagiri school, built to provide education for the children of poor 
families in the countryside near Kathmandu. 
During the last couple of years Pema has been inspired to start many projects in Nepal and 

Northern India, as he travels around on Bodong business the needs of the poor often move 

him so much he is compelled to try to help. The Spring Event at Ridge farm organised by 

Norma Fletcher  and Ben Watkins was a great success and everyone had a wonderful time, 

£1000 was raised and these funds will go to pay for medical operations for children with TB of 

the spine. Norma and Ben send their thanks and 

love to everyone.  In Nepal I also witnessed Pema 

going to enormous effort to find schooling ( and 

funding for that) for  three young boys who had 

been living on the streets—the youngest had also 

been hit by a motorbike, he was ok but badly 

grazed. The eldest age 11 had been trying to earn 

money washing up to support his two brothers. 

Pema brought the boys to the  monastery for a bath 

and a meal before they went to their new school 

and it was very touching to see them helping each 

other. 
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A view of the light and open central court-
yard of the monastery guesthouse, with 
bedroom windows looking onto the balco-
nies—great for airing the duvets while the 
rooms are cleaned between guests. 

The boys managed to make all the house 
keeping jobs fun. ( the plastic rakes had been 
brought over from Sweden by a supporter) 



  

During my two week visit the Monastery was very relaxed and having some time off. Many 
of the youngest monks left for a one month visit to their homes in Arunachal Pradesh. 
They’ve all come back safely 
now but one boy had the op-
portunity to join his brother  at 
another monastery school . 
After discussion with Pema he 
decided not to go back to 
Kathmandu but to complete 
his education alongside his 
brother. Those who stayed in 
Kathmandu spent many hours 
playing cricket, they were ex-
citing to watch, fast bowling 
and hitting of 6’s keeping eve-
ryone entertained. When not 
playing cricket, Frisbee, chase 
or other games the boys 
helped with the monastery 
housekeeping.  
 
The Monastery guest house is 

now finished and my room 

was very comfortable includ-

ing an ensuite bathroom. 

The roof houses effective 

solar panelling to heat the 

water so on a good day there 

was lovely hot water in the 

shower. However the end of 

the dry season brings a 

shortage of water so some-

times we had to help our-

selves from large containers 

which had been delivered by 

a young lad on a bicycle.  

Pema sends his love and 
thanks to everyone in the UK 
and says, ‘Without help from 
his friends in the  West none 
of this would be possible.’ 
 
 
Warmest wishes, Denise 

 

 Cleaning and polishing the shrine offering cups. 

This piece of land behind the monastery provided a handy 
space for cricket from the early cool of morning until late in 
the day. The green house is typical of new housing being built 
in the area by extended families who have members with 
good jobs overseas. 


