
 Dear Bodong Sponsors and Friends, 
 
.Although for Pema there are always many difficulties when working internationally, there are 
of course many things to celebrate both at the monastery and with its outreach projects.  At 
present he is visiting the remote area of Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh ( the homeland of the 
youngest Bodong monks) 
with a western friend to 
see if fruit trees can be 
introduced to this high 
arid region. Accessed via 
the Sela pass at 4,260m 
and cut of by snow for 
weeks every winter this 
area is in need of support 
and development in edu-
cation and health care. 
 
With the Bodong monas-
tery in Kathmandu Pema 
says  
“ I feel very happy when I 
see these young monks 
so energetic, hardworking 
and also quite independ-
ent and lots of confi-
dence.  
 
We have a very good 
team of teachers. We 
sent three of our monks 
to Dharamsala to study at 
Institute of Buddhist Dia-

lectics and now they com-
pleted their studies and came 
back to our Monastery. Out of 
them two are working as 
teacher and one is working in 
our office. They are doing 
great job.”  
 
The guest house has had its 
first paying visitors—a group 
from Belgium who gave sports 
coaching for the monks and 
volunteered to help plant 800 
fruit trees and harvest rice in 
the village of Ratankot.  
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Community picnic excursion to Thankot sponsored by Pema’s Belgium 
friends, two buses were hired and although it was a wet day every one en-
joyed themselves. 

All sorts of games were played 
during the day, including football 
and frisbee. The young monks 
especially had fun getting very 
wet. 



 This summer Pema had two big meetings with all the monks to promote awareness of their 
interconnectedness to their homeland, their western supporters and the local community in 
Nepal. He also stressed the importance of education in general and particularly in Buddhist 
education which is the base for their Unique culture which they have the responsibility to 
preserve. 
 I’ve typed up some of what Pema told me in his own words: 
“ In one meeting I talked about what is happening around us and I talked about the street 
children in Kathmandu. I met two groups of street children and in one group there were 13 
and in another group 17 children. They all sleep in street and some times they do not have 
any food for whole day. Specially the small children are really suffering under big ones.  

I think they were moved by this 
and felt that they are very lucky 
having proper room to sleep, 
proper food to eat, good educa-
tion by good team of teachers 
and supported by very sincere 
and kind hearted supporters 
from the west like you. It was 
very good meeting and they all 
were inspired by this talk, they 
said. “ 
 
“Main purpose is to make them a 
good human being having good 
heart toward everybody... 
Aim is that they will go back to 
their villages after finishing edu-
cation and make good contribu-
tions to their villages. I hope 
most of them will fulfil our good 
wishes.” 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hope you’ve enjoyed reading about  
some of Pema’s wonderful efforts  

with the Bodong Project  
 

Warmest wishes, Denise 
 

One of the many delights of 
a visit to Nepal ... 
I took this photo of Everest in 
January this year. 
 

“ One evening I invited two small street 
children for dinner in a restaurant and they 
shared their experiences and why they 
became street children are very painful.”  
Said Pema. 


