Bodong News Winter 2009

Pema updating monks about his trip to Europe.

Dear Friends, Tashi Delek and Happy New Year to you all,

It was wonderful that so many of you were able to attend the tea party at the
Dharma School, meet with Pema and hear his news about the Bodong Project.
Thanks so much to everyone who also brought along cakes to share, it really was a
delicious feast. It has been a very difficult year for the Tibetan community and the
situation inside Tibet is still a cause of great sadness and concern. Pema sends
heartfelt thanks for all your support and prayers.

Although 1000 miles from Tawang the building of the Bodong Monastery in Kath-
mandu, Nepal, has brought inspiration and hope for the future to the whole
Bodongpa( followers of the Bodong tradition) community, especially as Pema has
such a broad vision of education and development for the project.

Each time that Pema visits Tawang he tries to set in motion and support projects
that are needed in the area. Plans are in place to start a nunnery to educate girls
and support is being given to local old and disabled people. With renewed self
respect and encouragement from Pema, the Bodongpas have formed a committee
to take care of the local temple and its important Buddhist artefacts.

Health provision and education is also needed and Pema has arranged medical
care for several young children with eye problems. Many of you will also remember
the 5 year old boy found in such pain with TB of the spine that he could not even sit
up. Pema arranged for the boy to have an operation at the best hospital in Delhi and
the wonderful news is that this young boy is now back home and running about.
Non of this would be financially possible without support
from Pema’s friends in the West.

At the Research and Publication Office in Mcleod Ganj, India, detailed and
methodical work continues to translate the 15th century hand written texts into
modern Tibetan and type them onto computer ready for publication. A very
Important part of this process is the verification of an unbroken lineage and the



identification of present day teachers (from other traditions) who have received
teachings that originated in the Bodong tradition and are lineage holders.

In consequence of this research many great teachers have been requested to visit the
Bodong Monastery in Kathmandu to pass on the teachings to the young Rinpoche and
the monastic community.

The Kathmandu Monastery continues to flourish. In December 2007 ten more boys
arrived from Tawang, Pema is very glad to report that they have settled in extremely
well. They are all now healthy and alert and say they like the monastery better than their
village. You may remember that the boy’s home language has no written form but now
they have learned to speak and write in Tibetan. Three boys from another remote
Bodongpa community in North East Nepal have also joined during 2008 and so the
influence of this project almost spans the length of the Himalayas.

Picnic days begin with incense burning and hanging prayer flags for
world peace.

Pema is inquiring if the young monkis 1 N€ welfare of the young monks is always in Pema’s
feeling better. mind and he sends heartfelt thanks to everyone who
donated funds to cover the bus ticket expenses for
parents to travel from Tawang to Kathmandu.
During the visit parents will stay at the Monastery so
that there is plenty of opportunity for quality time with
their sons and they can see for themselves how the
boys live. Pema is also planning to take the families
on outings to places of pilgrimage within Nepal.

Work has begun on building a guest house next to
the Monastery to improve and extend facilities for
visitors - relatives, friends, sponsors and those who
come to receive teachings. It is hoped this will also
provide an ongoing source of income
for the Monastery.

It just remains for us to convey a big THANK YOU
and TASHI DELEK to you all for your continuing
support on behalf of Pema and the entire Bodong
Community.

Warmest wishes, Bea and Denise

These are the five youngest monks in the
monastery, they have just been given toys for
the first time in their lives.



