Bodong News

Young monks parents in their best dresses

Dear Friends

Our dear friend Pema Dorjee has recently returned from a trip to the region of Tawang in
northern India to visit the parents of the boy monks you are so kindly supporting. Here is
the e-mail he sent describing his trip:

“I am writing little bit of our visit to Arunachal Pradesh where our little monks came from.
Our visit was quite heavy or sad and bit emotional but Norphel, my office manager and we
managed very well. It was very long journey specially to reach to remote villages. We
mainly visited village called Lumla where most of our young monks came from. When we
arrived most of the parents were there to welcome us and to collect the gifts from their sons
who are in our Monastery. | gave quite a long talk about the Monastery, education of the
monks, their health and some individual differences. Most of them asked questions related
with Nepal situation and the monks specially by the mothers.

When we distributed the gift it was like JB
a big ceremony, each and everyone i
came to me to receive scarf, gift from
us, gift from their monks. It took may g
be about two hours. But they were very
happy and we took group photo. We
also filmed because we have to show it
fo our monks. It was quite late still we
did not have lunch because everyone gy
including the cooks were kept busy|
listening to my talks etc. these were g
not arranged in a professional way but
it went on in its own flow. It was like a”= .
dream. We felt that we did some thing

small good thing to them. 7
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Our guide in red shirt, Choklang’s grandfather in blue
shirt, me and Choklang’s three brothers.



We found small Bodong Temple where all

our activities took place. But the sad thing is
/; that all the precious old Statues, Thankas
and Stupas were stolen. One old set of
N Buddha’s teaching were there and other
A then this there is nothing left in the Temple.
We succeeded to form a committee for
smooth running of the Temple. We gave
some money out of our traveling expenses
and at the end of our journey we were very
tight with our budget. We try to stay in the
® family or in a Monastery.

' We laughed a lot when we have to pay
because we know our financial situation.
Very very funny.

Myself with those children who requested to take them to
the monastery

This does not mean that we suffered. We met very nice people and one of my classmate who
was really very helpful. | was sick for about four days on the way back but it was no problem.

We also found an old man who has quite a good knowledge about the rituals prayers and
construction of butter sculpture of Bodong Tradition. We invited him to Nepal in December to
teach to our young monks. He promised to come and whatever he knows he is very happy to
make contribution for the revival of Bodong Tradition.

By seeing the poor conditions of the villagers | really came to know the importance of the
education of our young monks. After getting education they will go back to their village and hope
they will make some difference in the lives of the villagers and specially to the young
generations.

Your support to these young monks are very important we all value it and we really appreciate
your moral and financial support. Thank You so much.

Young monks were also very happy to receive gifts from their parents. We showed film and
some photos and they were very happy.

So our visit was sad but fruitful for the Project.
This is all about my visit to Arunachal Pradesh
and Nepal. | hope you got rough idea of my long
trip.

We all are sending our Best wishes and Tashi
Deleks to You all.

Pema
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Choklang’s main room in house (bedroom, living
room , kitchen all in one.

Some of you may remember that all the boys came from the region of Tawang as it was one of
the few places left where the Bodong tradition is being practised and there was no-where for
boys to go to be educated and trained in this tradition. The parents are happy that they are
receiving an education but they are a long way from their sons (1,000 miles/5 days by bus) and
keeping them in touch with one another is vital.

Through all your generous donations, cake sales, etc we have so far been able to send Pema
£2,000 towards the education of these monks. We hope also to raise funds that will enable
their parents to visit them in Kathmandu



